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                             Massillon  
                            Council  

                                  554 
 

Knights of Columbus                                                                                            June, 2019 
 

Grand Knight’s Report, by Robert Pittinger, Grand Knight 
   I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the outgoing officers for their hard work and dedication to our 
council.  All officers involved did an outstanding job. I know our future officers will do as well.  If you are 
interested in becoming an officer of our council please attend our Regular Council meeting on June 11th at 7:00 
pm.  We will have elections of Officers at that time.  Installation of Officers (District-wide) will be July 16th, 
please be there by 6:30 pm; installation is at 7:00 pm. 
    Congratulations to Anthony Lieberman for making his 1st Degree on May 8, 2019.  We look forward to 
youthful enthusiasm in our council.      
    We really need to encourage new members to join our council and I know we can accomplish that goal.  If 
you know someone who would make a good candidate, maybe a friend or family member or someone who you 
see in church, just ask them to join us. 
    I am proud to tell you that at our recent Ohio Knights of Columbus State Convention, Matthew Hersher, a 
member of St Joseph parish in Massillon, was recognized as the Ohio State Council Youth of the Year.  The 
award was presented at the convention banquet on Saturday night, May 18 at the Kalahari Resort and 
Convention Center in Sandusky, Ohio.  Also, Josh Edwards received the Bluecoat of the Year award from the 
Youngstown Diocese.  Congratulations to both Matthew Hersher and Josh Edwards. 
   Thanks to all that worked at St. Mary's on our round table project.  Our next scheduled round table project at 
St. Mary's is tentatively planned for June 22nd.        
    We will also have a Highway Clean up on July 20th.  Volunteers are needed so please contact Matt Meyer 
330-284-9365.    
    An early reminder to mark August 4th on your calendar.  This will be our Council Family picnic from noon to 
3.  All council members of 554 and Navarre Council 5582, Columbian Ladies Guild, Social Members, and their 
families and our member’s widows are welcome.    
    Also, please pray the rosary daily for each and every one of us, our families, our nation and the world.      
 
Chaplain’s Report, by Msgr. James Kolp, Chaplain 
      When I as in High School I was a member of the Columbian Squires in the Canton Council. I left for the 
seminary toward the end of my senior year. We were in the Diocese of Cleveland. When I was a young 
seminarian, we received news that the Holy Father had established the Diocese of Youngstown. This meant a 
new bishop and a new cathedral. If you look at the word STAMP and add a C you have all the six counties of 
our diocese. The Knights of Columbus have been very active in all seventy-five years of our diocese. You are 
cordially invited to the Closing Mass of our seventy-fifth anniversary on Sunday, June 9th.  We will also be 
celebrating the 40th anniversary of Bishop Murry.  Lots to thank God for so many blessings and also lots of 
challenges as we begin the 76th year of our diocese. I urge you to involve yourself in every way you can. The 
address of St. Columba Cathedral is 154 West Wood Street in Youngstown. It begins at 4:00 P.M.  Happy 
Anniversary!   
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*************************************************************************** 

What’s Happening in…                           

……June, 2019 
4 7:00 PM 4th Degree Meeting, PFN Night 
5 7:00 PM Squires Meeting   
11 7:00 PM Reg. Council Meeting; Election of Officers 
12 7:00 PM 1st Degree (Admission Degree) DVD 
14  Flag Day 
16  Father’s Day  
18 6:30 PM Officer and Trustee Meeting (Special Night) 
19 7:00 PM Squires Meeting   
25 7:00 PM Council “Fraternal Night” 

   
 

 
..…….. July, 2019 
2 7:00 PM 4th Degree Meeting 
4  Independence Day 
9 7:00 PM Reg. Council Meeting, 1st Budget reading &  
  MKF Report   
10 7:00 PM 1st Degree (Admission Degree) DVD  
13 1:00 PM  Youngstown Diocese - OSC Tour Meeting 
16 7:00 PM Installation of Officers  (District-wide) 
23 6:00 PM  Program Director’s Meeting 
 6:30 PM Officers and Trustees Meeting 
 7:30 PM Council Social Night 
31 1:00 PM Bloodmobile 

 
Bingo: Every Monday Night             Hot Lunch: Every Wednesday    
Massillon Knights Foundation Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of month; 6 PM 
Massillon Squires Circle Meeting: 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 7 PM, at St Joseph School 
 

*************************************************************************** 
From the Editor…….. 
Ken Girt, PSD, PGK, Newsletter Editor 
      Our new “printed” newsletter format will include the first four pages of our multipage electronic 
newsletter.   This four-page document will be mailed to those who requested it.  We will also have a supply of 
this four-page printed document available each month for pick-up in our clubroom.  If you wish to read the 
entire multi-page issue, please see the document on our website…. http://www.massillonkofc554.org.      
     Included with this month’s newsletter is an article on page 9 about Kendrick Castilla, the Denver area 
youth killed trying to subdue the shooter at his high school.   There is an article on page 6 on Council 554’s 
Youth of the Year Matthew Hersher who was chosen as the State KofC Youth of the Year.  And we have also 
listed the 2019 Super Cash Bonanza winners on page 12.   
 
Fraternal Report, by Ken Girt PGK 

       On Our Sick List:  Gerald Meyer, Bill Ringley, Ron Blogna, Bill Hamit, Jim Kracker, Richard Rootes, 
Gene Hammer, John Scheetz, Walt Featheringham and Chuck Meyer.    
      If you want your name added to our sick list, or if you know of a brother knight who should be added, 
please send me an email at girtken@sssnet.com or call me at 330-837-6670.   
 

Club Room Hours:   Mon-Tues-Wed: 4-11 PM    Thu-Fri-Sat: 4 -12 AM 
Dining Room Hours:    Wed, Thur, Sat 5-8 PM,    Friday; 4 – 8 PM 

Council Meetings:       2nd Tuesday at 7:00 PM    Social Meeting 4th 
Tuesday 

 
 

In Memoriam: James H. Kelley 1942-2019 
    James (Jim) Kelley, age 77 of Akron passed away at his residence on April 9. He was a 1960 graduate of 
Central Catholic High School and served in the Army Reserve. He lived in Perry Heights most of his life and 
retired from Crown Cork & Seal Co. He was a member of Council 554. 
    Jim is survived by his wife of 54 years Barbara (Cebula) Kelley, three sons: Michael, Patrick and Mark.     
   May he Rest in Peace. 
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Massillon Council 554   2018 - 2019 Officers &Trustees  
Officers 

Chaplain       Msgr James Kolp 871-8346 
Grand Knight        Bob Pittinger  571-5150 
Dep Grd Knight  Ken McLaughlin 571 1203 
Chancellor          Ed Hill 323-0476 
Recorder    Matt Meyer, PGK 284-9365  
Treasurer            Paul Haig, PGK 837-1185 
Financial Sec Tim Paul 837-1411 
Advocate John Ferrero, Jr. 833-3534 
Warden Joe Vilhosky            833-0130 
Inside Guard Bob Catazaro 478-2264 
Outside Guard Leonard Hughes 834-5586   
1- Year Trust  Bill Shane, PGK 268-0545   
2- Year Trust Walt Featheringham 880-4327 
3- Year Trust Gary Lamielle, PGK 327-7223 
Field Agent           (Open) 
Bulletin Editor      Ken Girt, PGK                       837-6670 
Webmaster            Kyle Shane 
 
 
 

Parish Round Table Coordinators 
St. Mary            Ken Girt, PGK                 837-6670 
St Joseph  Tom Ferrero   832-5757 
St Barbara Joe Vilhosky                  833-0130 
 
        Program Activity Chairmen:  
Church Ken McLaughlin    571 1203 
Council Jim Sieber, PGK   478-2363 
Community     Matt Meyer, PGK  284-9365 
Family Ed Hill  323-0476 
Culture of Life Michael Roberts  340-7321 
Youth/Squires Mike Szillat, PGK  830-4930 
Membership       Ken Girt, PGK         837-6670 
 
Complex Mgr     Mary Ann Cowley      837-9101 
Bingo Mgr          Ron Kurpieski            936-8058  
200 Club Bill Shane, PGK         268-0545   
 
    Web:  http://www.massillonkofc554.org 

 
 

The Massillon Knights Foundation 
Foundation Trustees 2018 – 2019   Three Year: James Brelish (Treasurer), Paul Lambert (President), Dave 
Cowley.       Two-Year:.  Bill Shane (Vice President), Jeff Heitger (Secretary), Jim Sieber,        
One-Year: John Williams, Bob Catazaro,  Ron Kurpieski.    
 

Foundation Report, By Paul Lambert, President 
   Hoping all is well with everyone and that you have been able to get outside.  Be sure to check in on family, 
friends and neighbors and make sure everyone is okay. 
    I wanted to thank Mike Johnson and my wife, Elaine, for helping to chip the branches of the fallen trees at the 
K.  It only took a couple of hours in between rain drops.  We are still looking for help on the walking path and if 
you would like to help please call and leave your name and number because we never know when we will be out 
there because of the weather.  I will call you and let you know when we will be there.  If you can make it great if 
not that day maybe another.  Any amount of time is greatly appreciated.  If you can only work in the evenings or 
weekends, we can make sure we have crews available.  
   Please support our club during the summer time.  It really is our slow period.  Thank you to the golfers for 
coming out and support the club. 
 

Complex Manager’s Report, By Mary Ann Cowley, Complex Manager 
   Hope everyone is enjoying their spring/summer so far.   A few dry days would be nice!  Don't forget to 
support your club in these summer months.  It's very slow and we need all the business we can get right now. 
   During our slow weeks on Saturdays. we will NOT open the kitchen on the following Saturdays listed below.  
So, feel free if you want to come in and bring your favorite fast food or snacks you can.   The Kitchen will be 
closed the following Saturdays, June 1, 8, 22 ... July 6, 13, 20, 27.  The Clubroom will actually be closed 
Saturday, JULY 6th!  We will up-date at a later date for August.  Thanks for all your support. 
   Bingo continues every Monday, doors opening at 4 p.m., bingo starts at 7 p.m. 
   Bloodmobile - July 31st - at our complex. 
   Don't forget you can pick up a hard copy of this bulletin in our clubroom. 
   Have a great summer! 
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             Fish Fry’s         Every Friday in our Clubroom    4:00 to 8:00 PM 
     

 

MASSILLON K of C  BINGO 
Every Monday Night 7PM  

Doors open at 4:30 PM  
ALL PAPER GAMES 

 
 

Bishop Massillon Assembly Fourth Degree  
Faithful Friar Fr. Raymond Paul   833-2607        Faithful Navigator Matthew Meyer, 284-9365            
Faithful Purser Edward Shuman   854-3691           Faithful Inner Sentinel Charles Meyer   833-0593 
Faithful Captain Roger Piper   936-0974 Faithful Outer Sentinel Jim Coughlin, PFN 
Faithful Admiral Paul Haig, PFN   837-1185 Faithful 1-year Trustee Fred Russell, PFN  832-5420 
Faithful Comptroller Dan Flanagan    966-4937 Faithful 2-year Trustee James Sieber, PFN  478-2363 
Faithful Pilot Leonard Hughes   834-5586 Faithful 3-year Trustee Frank Csipke, PFN   833-6176        
Faithful Scribe  Commander James Sieber, PFN   478-2363 
 

 

Faithful Navigator Report, By Matt Meyer, Faithful Navigator 
       We had 4 Sir Knights in regalia march in the Memorial Day parade as pictured.  We also had some squires 
march with us to add to the numbers.  It was perfect weather and the program at city hall afterwards was very 
enjoyable.  It would be nice if we had more march in this parade.  The deadline for using the old regalia is coming up 
soon.  All 4th degree members should consider getting the new uniform.  We have a $100 reimbursement going right 
now for anyone who gets one.  Greg Frank and I also talked about a small fundraiser to help defray the costs to 
members wanting to get the new uniform.  Future fallouts are at risk due to not many Sir Knights having the new 
uniform.  No matter your opinion on the uniform, it is time to move forward and continue to be there for our bishop 
and to show respect to our country as patriots.  Our June meeting is our Past Faithful Navigators night.  We will be 
having a steak dinner for $5/person.  No reservations needed, just plan to attend as this is our normal ladies’ night.  
Elections will be held at this meeting.  We have nominations for the next year but are still accepting any new 
nominations if you are interested in becoming an officer.  I hope everyone has a safe summer!       
 

“End of Fraternal Year” Party 
Tuesday, June 25, 2019 

Dinner served 6:30 to 7:30         Monte Carlo Games 7 to 8.        Raffle for Prizes at 8:00 
Cost: Council Member & Wife $5.00 each 

All other Guests: $10.00 ea.  
Sign-up in the Clubroom 
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Council 554 Youth Awards for 2019. 
    Council 554 presented their annual Youth Awards for 2019 on Tuesday, April 23, 2019.   
The “Excellence in Religion Awards” were presented to an 8th girl and boy from each of our three 
parishes.   Awarded for St Barbara Church was Aubrey Spitale.  (There were no 8th grade boys 
nominated).   Awarded for St. Joseph Church was Ally Ilg and Jason Ruppert.  Awarded for St 
Mary Church were Suzanna Codispodi and Ryan Parlin.  (Suzanna could not attend) The Youth of 
the Year for Council 554 was presented to High School senior Matthew Hersher from St. Joseph 
Church.  Congratulation to all our recipients.   
 

           
Jason Ruppert                 Ally Hug                         Aubrey Spitale            Matthew Hersher 
 

 
Ryan Parlin 
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Massillon Council 554 congratulates Matthew Hersher who was recognized as the Ohio State 
Council “Youth of the Year” at the May 18 State Convention Saturday Night Banquet at the 
Kalahari Resort and Convention Center in Sandusky Ohio.  Pictured left to right are: Ken 
Girt - Past State Deputy and Council 554 PGK, Bill Shane - Council 554 PGK and convention 
delegate, Matthew’s father Dave, Matthew Hersher – Ohio State Council “Youth of the 
Year”, and Stewart Vetter  - Ohio State Council State Youth Director.   Not pictured was 
Matthew’s mother Elizabeth and his sister Mary, Council 554 Chaplain and Former State 
Chaplain Msg James Kolp and Paul Haig - Council PGK and convention delegate.  Also 
attending the convention and not shown were Connie Shane and Mary Ann Haig.   
 
The following was taken from the State Convention Awards Report….. 
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Congratulations, Matthew! 
 

Council 554 Round Table Initiative: Divine Mercy Chaplet Recitation 
   Council 554 members is conducting the Divine Mercy Chaplet recitation once a month in our local parishes.  Our 
Lord said through his apparitions to St. Faustina: "It pleases me to grant everything souls ask of me by saying the 
chaplet.”  The chaplet should be said during the 3:00 hour, for all of us who need His divine mercy.    
   The schedule is as follows: 
   St Joseph     The chaplet recitation at St. Joseph Parish is scheduled on the third Friday of the month at 3:00 PM, 
in the church following the Blessed Sacrament Exposition which runs from 9:00 AM thru 3:00 PM.   
   St. Mary     The chaplet recitation at St. Mary Parish is scheduled on the first Tuesday of the month, at 3:30 PM, in 
the chapel in the parish center on 1st Street.   The recitation of the chaplet will be said prior to the regular Tuesday 
Mass for St. Dymphna at 4:00 PM.    
   St. Barbara     The chaplet recitation at St. Barbara Parish is scheduled on the fourth Tuesday of the month, 3:00 
PM, in the church.    
   All are welcome at all of the scheduled recitations.  To learn more about the Divine Mercy Chaplet, visit… 
               https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/praythechaplet.php 
    And SPECIAL THANKS to Bob Kring who created our Divine Mercy Chaplet pamphlets for St. Barbara and St 
Mary parishes.  
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News from our Parishes: 
 
St Barbara Church 
   The K of C Massillon Council 554 along with Stark County K of C Members, St. Barbara Parish with Parishioners 
from neighboring Catholic Churches along with Pro – Life Christians conducted their first yearly public prayer vigil 
held every Sunday during Lent focused on the 40 Days for Life outside the Canton Planned Parenthood center. The 
Rosary was recited every week and concluded on Palm Sunday with the Stations of the Cross. In belief that human 
life is sacred because from its beginning it involves the creative action of God and it remains forever in a special 
relationship with the Creator, who is its sole end. God alone is the Lord of life from its beginning until its end: no 
one can under any circumstance claim for himself the right directly to destroy an innocent human being; we asked for 
repentance to those who work there and those who patronize the abortion center. A heartfelt thanks to all that 
participated during the 6 Sundays and look forward to next year.   

40 Days For Life   

 Canton Ohio Planned Parenthood Vigil 

        

Rosary Recited With Plenary Indulgence Each Sunday          

Date  Time 
Mysteries 
Recited  

K of C 554 
Members  

K of C 
Members  

Women & 
Non K of C 
Members  

Total 
K of C 

Members 
Present  

Total 
Present 

10-Mar-19 2:00 PM Luminous 3 1 0 4 4 

17-Mar-19 2:00 PM Joyful 3 1 3 4 7 

24-Mar-19 2:00 PM Glorious 5 1 5 6 11 

31-Mar-19 2:00 PM Sorrowful 3 0 4 3 7 

7-Apr-19 2:00 PM Luminous 4 1 8 5 13 

14-Apr-19 3:00 PM 
Stations of 
The Cross  10 4 24 14 38 

                

Grand Total 
Attendance 

  
  28 8 44 36 80 
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'No greater love' — Denver Catholics 
remember Kendrick Castillo, who died in 
STEM school shooting 

 
 

by Mary Rezac, Catholic News Agency (CNA) 
 

Denver, Colo., May 9, 2019 / 05:00 pm (CNA).- When Sara Haynes heard about the shooting 
at STEM High School in Highlands Ranch, Colorado on Tuesday, she prayed. A Catholic school 
teacher in Denver until just recently, she knew some of her former students were now high 
schoolers at STEM. 

When Haynes learned that Kendrick Castillo, a former student of hers, was the lone casualty 
in the May 7 shooting, she cried immediately. 

Then she reached out to the other students who had been in the same 7th and 8th grade math 
and religion classes at Notre Dame Catholic School as Castillo. Details of Kendrick’s death were 
not yet public, but her students guessed Castillo had died trying to protect others, Haynes said. 

“I went to my students and we were all just sharing together. And I said: ‘Do you guys think 
that he blocked the shooter?’ And they said: ‘Yeah.’ I mean, it just wasn't a shock to us” that he 
would give his life for others, Haynes said. 



Massillon Knights of Columbus                                                                                                                                                       page 10 

On Wednesday, Kendick’s father, John Castillo, confirmed to the Denver Post what he had 
learned from witnesses and the coroner: that Kendrick died while charging the shooter to save his 
friends. 

“It doesn’t surprise me,” John Castillo told the Denver Post. “He cared enough about people 
that he would do something like that, even though it’s against my better judgment.” 

“I wish he had gone and hid,” Castillo added, “but that’s not his character. His character is 
about protecting people, helping people.” 

Kendrick’s friends and fellow students share the same sentiment, Haynes said. 

“Every time I see a new kid that is in shock or crying, I ask - ‘But are you surprised?’ And 
they say ‘No, I’m not surprised at all. I’m just mad because I didn’t want him to have to do it. But 
of course, he was going to do it.’” 

Haynes said she remembers Kendrick as an unfailingly kind student, who cared deeply about 
everyone, who tried hard in school, and who wasn’t afraid to have fun and be goofy. 

“Kendrick is probably one of the funniest people I've ever known,” Haynes said. “He's really 
quirky and sweet. And quiet, but not really. He's one of those kids that he knows the appropriate 
time to be quiet, and then when it's the appropriate time for him to just be a total dweeb, he'll be a 
total dweeb.” 

He was always joyful, Haynes said, and funny - as her trove of goofy videos of Kendrick 
prove, she said. The only time when he was not joyful was at parent-teacher conferences, Haynes 
recalled. Kendrick tried hard in school, and he loved technology and excelled at science - but math 
was harder for him, she said. 

“He would get so serious at parent-teacher conferences because he struggled academically 
and...most middle school kids put blame on other people, but he just always took the responsibility 
so seriously that he would cry,” she recalled. 

“And we would tell him, ‘You don't need to cry! We just want you to turn in your work.’ 
And he'd be like, ‘I'm so sorry.’ He really was such a deep thinker even if he didn't look like it, 
because he was so jolly. He had this joy that shone through.” 

Sr. Loretta Gerk was another teacher who knew Kendrick while he was a student at Notre 
Dame Catholic School - she taught him in physical education classes, from Kindergarten through 
eighth grade. 

“He was the neatest kid,” Gerk told CNA. “He was so kind and gentle, but yet, he was all 
boy too, you know what I mean?” 

Gerk said that she would sometimes worry about the kind and gentle students, because they 
could be prone to teasing. But no one ever teased or made fun of Kendrick - he was just too 
likeable, she said. 

“Kids are sometimes cruel to each other,” she said. “But the kids weren’t mean to him. You 
couldn’t be mean to him.” 

“If any little kids were crying or something, he would go talk to them. He would reach out to 
them. He would notice those things,” Gerk said. 
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Gerk said when she found out Kendrick had died in the shooting, her heart and her stomach 
hurt. When she found out he had died trying to rush the shooter, she thought: “That doesn’t surprise 
me at all.” 

A hunter who loved his elk hunting trips with his father, Kendrick’s familiarity with gun 
safety may have given him additional courage when he rushed the shooter, Gerk said. 

Not only was Kendrick kind in school, but he was also a very helpful and active person 
at church, Gerk recalled. He would often tag along with his dad to Knights of Columbus 
events, Gerk said. He would usher at Mass with his dad on Saturday nights, and help serve 
breakfast with the Knights of Columbus during Catholic Schools week. 

“Kendrick would be in the kitchen, and he had a blue apron that said ‘Knights of 
Columbus.’ Kendrick was in there with his dad, helping,” she said. 

Cece Bedard knew Kendrick because her dad, too, was in the Knights of Columbus. In 
a message to CNA, Bedard said that Kendrick “loved his faith and he really loved to serve 
others.” 

It was not just that Kendrick did one heroic act, Bedard said, but “he lived the life of a hero, 
always helping others to the point where I’m not quite sure what he did for himself.” 

He loved his Catholic faith, Bedard said, and once told her when they were young that 
although he couldn’t picture himself being a priest, he thought “the way of life (of a priest) was 
simply beautiful.” 

“He truly was a living saint,” Bedard said. 

Deacon Chuck Parker knew Kendrick at Notre Dame parish, where he remembers him as an 
altar server and a young usher, and a favorite greeter at the doors of the church. 

“If anybody could exemplify a minister of hospitality it was Kendrick,” Parker said. “Even at 
such a young age, he was always very kind and compassionate, very engaging with people…people 
loved coming in and being greeted by Kendrick.” 

“You hear a lot of people say that he was really a good kid,” Parker said. “And he was really 
a good kid, he just really was.”   

Parker, like many others, said he “wasn’t surprised” when he heard how Kendrick died, 
“because he was such a loving kid.” 

“I was thinking about John’s Gospel where it says that there’s no greater love than to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. And that was Kendrick,” he said. 

In religion class, Haynes said Kendrick was pensive, hungry for the faith, and always eager 
to play Jesus whenever they acted out stories from the Bible. 

“He always wanted to be Jesus,” Haynes said. In a video from her class that she posted to 
Facebook, Kendrick acts out the part of Jesus, going to search for his apostles or to comfort a 
suffering person, blessing them with the sign of the cross and inviting them to join him. 

“I have this amazing scene where he found the two apostles and they're all kneeling in front 
of the camera...Kendrick is peering at the camera and then he does the sign of the cross at everyone 
watching. And he was so serious in it,” Haynes said. 
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While religion can sometimes be a difficult subject to teach junior high kids, Haynes said 
that whole class “was really on a spiritual journey that I just got to witness. They really wanted the 
faith. And they weren't afraid to ask the tough questions and to be stuck with some of the answers.” 

Haynes credits Kendrick’s parents for raising him to be a kind and faithful young man, and 
she urged everyone to continue to pray for them for the rest of their lives. 

Now a parent herself, Hayes said that while she hopes she never has to experience the 
tragedy of losing a child, she wants her two boys to grow up to be “just like Kendrick.” 

Because of her faith and because of how he died, Haynes said she believes Kendrick “went straight 
to heaven.” 

“I don't think there's any doubt.” 

Editor’s Note: You may have heard about Kendrick’s death in the news.  This is the “rest of the 
story”. May God grant him eternal rest! 
 

 


