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 Massillon                 
Council                              

554 
Knights of Columbus                                                                                        August, 2022 

Grand Knight’s Report, by Ken McLaughlin, Grand Knight 
    Despite the challenges of the 2021-’22 fraternal year, your Council has done an exceptional job of serving the needs of 
our community, families, parishes, seminarians, and priests through our varied charitable programs and volunteering 
efforts. It is with great pleasure that I congratulate Council 554 and its officers for earning the coveted and elusive Star 
Council Award from the Supreme Council, which in large part recognizes excellence in our charitable program activity. 
This latest achievement proves that through our commitments to serve we can perform great works of charity. Thank you. 
    With the onset of a new fraternal year, we once again look to the needs of our community and lay out our plans and 
goals. We are called to service as Catholic Christians and the faith in our hearts compels us to serve, whenever duty 
dictates.  Presently we have 450 Knight members and if we can fully engage our membership we can accelerate and 
expand our service and charitable giving. Please stay connected to your Council and we promise to stay connected to you 
through our monthly meetings, special mailings, emails, and this monthly newsletter. If you have been inactive for a 
while, please prayerfully consider offering assistance to the Council, its works, and the needs of our community. If we can 
help you to be more involved - or in any way - please let us know how we can assist you. 
    WAYS YOU CAN HELP THIS MONTH 
    Each member will receive a letter from us this month outlining the ways you can be involved with your council 
throughout the year. The mailing will also include three Football Crazr Fundraiser Tickets. Depending on the number of 
tickets sold, our council can receive a full or partial credit toward the fees that the state council assesses us for each 
member (Note: we pay a fee for every member, even if they do not pay dues). Additionally, we earn rebates for each 
ticket sold starting with $5.50/Ticket. The more tickets we sell the more rebate we earn and those monies are used to fund 
our charitable missions. Last year we sold an impressive 222 tickets! If we can increase our goal 10% to 245 tickets, we 
can increase our charitable giving to $7.00/Ticket. Buying only one ticket or partnering sales with other charitable 
organizations can substantially help our Coats for Kids, Support Our Seminarians, and Developmentally Disabled 
(Measure Up) programs! We appreciate any participation that you are compelled to provide.   
    Please attend the next Council Meeting on August 9th at 7:00 pm when we will be voting on the final budget for the 
2022-’23 fraternal year.  
    Please join us in the Pavilion for the Council Family Picnic on Sunday 8/7 from 12-3 pm. (Food served from 12 to 2). 
With your participation it will be an enjoyable afternoon. 
    The month of August is dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
is a participation in Christ’s Resurrection and the celebration and anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians. May 
the peace and love of Christ guide you always. 
 

Chaplain’s Report, by Msgr. James Kolp, Chaplain 
    It is very difficult for me to come up with the right words to say: "Thank you for the Appreciation Dinner." Special 
thanks to our Worthy Grand Knight Ken McLaughlin and to all who worked with him in making it such a great day. This 
is such a great year to celebrate since we are considered one of the top Councils in the State of Ohio. I pledge to do 
whatever I can to help our Council to continue to be very special. May God bless our officers and all of our members and 
their families. 
 

Family, Knight and Volunteer of the Month for July 2022 
    Congratulations to Msgr. James Kolp for being selected as our Knight of the Month for July.  Msgr. Kolp has been our 
council chaplain for 50 years and sill attends are meetings each month.  He just celebrated his 97th Birthday. 
    We also congratulate Mark and Deanna Hoffer and their family for being selected Family of the Month for July.  
Mark is a CCD instructor at St. Mary’s, Reader at Mass and his entire family help at our St. Mary Round Table projects, 
including the recent moving of St. Barbara School items to St. Mary’s.     
    We also congratulate Frank Manzella as our Volunteer of the Month for July.   Frank works our Wednesday Hot 
Lunch each week.  
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What’s Happening in…                            
   ……...August, 2022 
2 6:30 PM 4th Degree Meeting (No Ladies Night) 
7 12-3 PM Council 554 Family Picnic    
9 7:00 PM Reg. Council Meeting, Budget Vote  
10 7:00 PM DVD Degree – Call Ken at 330-608-1729 to reg 
11 7:00 PM Stark County Chapter Meeting 
15  Feast of the Assumption 
23 6:30 PM Officers and Trustees Meeting 
30 6:30 PM Council Social Program; BUNCO Night 

    

..……..September, 2022 
5  Labor Day 
6 6:30 PM 4th Degree Meeting 
8 7:00 PM Stark County Chapter at Co 554  
13 7:00 PM Reg. Council Meeting 
14 7:00 PM DVD Degree – Call Ken at 330-608-1729 to reg 
20 5:00 PM MKF Clubroom Dinner 
21 1:00 PM Bloodmobile 
27 6:30 PM Officers and Trustees Meeting 
 7:00 PM Columbian Ladies Meeting 

 

Bingo: Monday Night 6:30 pm   Hot Lunch: Wednesday 10:45-Noon   Massillon Knights Foundation Mtg: 3rd Tues of month 6pm       
Massillon Squires Circle Meeting: 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 7pm at St Joseph School 
 

Columbian Ladies Guild, by Karen Franz 
   l hope you have all been staying cool and hydrated during this hot weather. If you are looking for some place to stay 
cool don’t forget the KC. There is bingo on Monday at 6;30. Tuesdays is taco Tuesdays and queen of hearts drawing; 
Wednesday is wing night. Friday is fish specials and Saturdays are special menu items. Stay cool at the KC. 
   One of the most important things that we do as Columbian Ladies is to support the Knights and their work. We do this 
in a financial, physical, and spiritual way. If you have a husband, father, brother, or uncle who is a Knight, we invite you 
to be part of the Columbian Ladies 
    We will be meeting the last Tuesday of SEPTEMER. We will have a number of things on the agenda. We are looking 
forward to seeing all of you.  May God Bless you all until we are together again.  
 

The Massillon Knights Foundation 
Foundation Trustees:   One-Year: Bill Shane (Vice President), Jeff Heitger (Secretary), Jim Sieber. Two Year: James 
Brelish (Treasurer), Paul Lambert (President), Bob Pittinger.  Three-Year: Dan Skirtich, Dave Harman, Bill Beese 

Massillon Knights Foundation Report, By Paul Lambert, President  
    I hope everyone is taking care of themselves with this heat and the storms we have had.  Please make sure that your 
family and neighbors are doing okay. 
    Just a few updates on the projects that we have going on: 
    Our building permit to put a roof on the patio should be here next week.  If you can help stain, I would really appreciate 
it.  We are going to stain all the wood before we put it up.  The wood will be here after we get the building permit.  If you 
would like to help, please call the office and leave your name and phone number and I will call you back. 
    We have suspended cleaning the kitchen because of the heat.  We will resume in a couple of weeks. 
    We will be starting our Clubroom Dinners again in September.  More information will be in the September newsletter.  
    We are still taking donations for the Driveway/Parking Lot Fund.  Hopefully, we will be able to start on it soon.  As I 
mentioned before the price of replacing the parking lot has more than doubled. 
 

In Memoriam: Andrew Paul 
    Andrew A. Paul passed away on Tuesday, July 5, at age 93.  He was born in McKeesport, PA and graduated from 
Massillon Washington High School in 1947 where he was a 3 Star member of the Tiger Swing Band. As an accomplished 
trumpet player, he was a member of the 5-piece dance band, the Melody Masters.    Andrew retired from Republic Steel in 
1983 after 36 years of service. 
   Andrew attended St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Massillon where he sang in the choir. He was also a lifelong member of 
the Knights of Columbus in Massillon.  He is survived by his wife Alice (Hammer) of 72 years and his four children 
Richard, Rebecca, Mary and Amy.  May he Rest in Peace!   
 

In Memoriam: James Hamel 
    James R. Hamel, age 99 of Massillon, passed away Tuesday, July 12.  He was born in Massillon and was a veteran of 
WWII serving as a senior radio operator with the Army in China.  Jim was owner, President and manager of the former 
Community Store.    He was a member of St. Barbara Church where he served on parish council and was an usher.  He 
was a member of K of C Council #554 3rd Degree, American Legion Post # 221, and was a former volunteer for Meals on 
Wheels.  He served two terms as a Massillon City Councilman for Ward #6 and was a Tuscarawas Twp. Trustee.   
    Jim is survived by his daughters, Jane and Joan and sons, James and Joseph. May he Rest in Peace. 
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Clubroom Report, Julie Harman, Complex Manager 
    Happy August! I hope everyone is having a great summer. 
    We would like to welcome two new bartenders, Ruthanne Tombow & Ashley Paisley.  Stop in and visit them!! 
    Browns Board:  Our yearly Cleveland Browns board is now on sale at the bar!  Squares are $25 and cover the entire 
season.   Browns Pre-Season Game Special:  Steak Fry:  Sunday August 21, 2022.   Doors open at noon, game starts at 
1pm, dinner will be served around 4pm.  2 steaks for $28, 1 for $14.  There will be door prizes, 50/50 and more! 
    Ohio State:  We will be watching the Ohio State vs. Notre Dame on September 3rd.  Game starts at 7:30pm, more 
information to follow. 
     Saturday K-Club Hours:  We have been having a wonderful response to our Saturday night dinners!  Check our 
Facebook page for weekly updates on what will be served on Saturdays. Doors open at 4:00pm. 
    Many updates are found on Facebook or our website page massillonkofc554@sssnet.com. 
    Bingo: Every Monday at 6:30pm & doors open at 4:00pm, we still need some volunteers as well! If you are interested, 
please call 330-837-9101. 
    I am still looking for a dishwasher to work Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & any events.  Please apply at the 
office Monday thru Friday 9am-12pm or online at massillonkofc554@sssnet.com. 
 

Bishop Massillon Assembly Fourth Degree 
Faithful Friar Fr. Raymond Paul   833-8091       Faithful Navigator Roger Piper   936-0974 
Faithful Purser Edward Shuman   854-3691           Faithful Inner Sentinel Charles Meyer   833-0593 
Faithful Captain Bob Pittinger    571-5150 Faithful Outer Sentinel Jim Coughlin, PFN 704-0048 
Faithful Admiral Matthew Meyer, PFN 284-9365            Faithful 1-year Trustee Paul Haig, PFN   837-1185 
Faithful Comptroller Dan Flanagan    966-4937 Faithful 2-year Trustee Charles Maier 418-8741 
Faithful Pilot            Leonard Hughes   834-5586 Faithful 3-year Trustee Joseph Vilhosky  806-4036 
Faithful Scribe Graham Zeneri    844-7712 Commander James Sieber, PFN   478-2363 
 

Faithful Navigator Report, By Roger Piper, Faithful Navigator 
     Sir Knights, our next Bishop Massillon Assembly business meeting will be Tuesday August 2nd 6:30 PM.  This will 
be a regular business meeting, not a Ladies Night, with food and beverages provided.  Our August Ladies Night and 
normally our Assembly picnic, we will be held on Sunday August 7th 12:00 – 3:00 PM.  We will be joining the 
Massillon Council 554 for their annual Family Picnic at the pavilion.  Please plan to join us for a fun afternoon. 
    Our Assembly Sir Knights and Ladies have been invited to attend, along with those with Uniform to Fallout, for 
Bishop Bonnar visits to several parishes in the DOY: Installation of Fr. Furlong at St. Thomas the Apostle - Vienna on 
Sunday August 7th at 10:00 AM, National Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon on Saturday August 13th at 7:00 PM, Mass 
and Eucharistic Procession at Our Lady of Peace - Ashtabula Sunday August 14th at 12:00 PM, Installation of Fr. 
Ettinger at Our Lady of Victory / St. Patrick - Kinsman Sunday August 21st at 9:00 AM, Installation of Fr. Ettinger at 
St. Joseph Calasanctius - Jefferson Sunday August 21st at 11:30 AM, Mass at St. Angela Merici - Youngstown Sunday 
August 28th 9:00 AM, Mass at St. Patrick – Youngstown Sunday August 28th 11:00 AM.   
    We have several events coming up for the remainder of this calendar year:  September 11th Patriot Day – planning 
for us to attend a Mass at one of the local Parishes for that Sunday, October 1st/2nd Gun Show food and drink service, 
October 4th Ladies Night with our German themed food fest at the pavilion, during the month of November - Veterans 
Day item collection activity, and December Tom & Jerry Ladies Night dinner Saturday night December 3rd.  More 
details to be finalized on all these events and emails to come in the following months.   
    Please call me with any questions/suggestions and enjoy the rest of the summer! 
 

Fraternal Report, by Ken Girt PGK 
    On our Member Sick List:  Gerald Meyer, Bill Ringley, Ron Blogna, Bill Hamit, Jim Kracker, Richard Rootes, John 
Scheetz, Walt Featheringham, Sam Meyer, Mike Ziegelhofer, Ted Burch, Chuck Meyer, Paul Lucchesi, Joe Vilhosky, 
Jim Sieber, Msgr. James Kolp, and Paul Haig.   
    On our Member’s Family Sick List;  Barbara Piper (wife of Dale),  
    If you want your name added to our sick list, or if you know of a member or family member who should be added, 
please send me an email at girtken@sssnet.com or call 330-608-1729. 
 

EWTN will broadcast the Opening Mass of the 140th Supreme Council 
Convention on Tuesday, August 2, at 10:00 AM EST. 

Live from Nashville, TN. 
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Massillon Knights Foundation Complex - Business Hours  
      K-Club Bar:    Hours: open Monday thru Saturday from 4:00 to 11:00 p.m.   
      K-Club Dining: The Kitchen is open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday,  
   4-8 pm.  (Open until 9 pm on Wednesday for our Golf League members.) 
 

 

Massillon Council 554   2022 - 2023 Officers &Trustees  
Officers 

Chaplain       Msgr James Kolp 871-8346 
Grand Knight        Ken McLaughlin 571 1203 
Dep Grd Knight  Chuck Maier 418-8741 
Chancellor          Tim Paul 837-1411 
Recorder    Graham Zeneri 844-7712 
Treasurer Joe Vilhosky 806-4036 
Financial Sec Paul Haig, PGK 837-1411 
Advocate John Ferrero, Jr. 265-9584 
Warden Bryan Stewart 605-8840 
Inside Guard Jim Brelish   
Outside Guard Charles Meyer    
1- Year Trust Bob Pittinger, PGK  571-5150 
2- Year Trust Gary Lamielle, PGK 327-7223 
3- Year Trust  Ken Girt, PGK 608-1729 
Field Agent            Steve Hamrock  284-4034 
Bulletin Editor      Ken Girt, PGK            608-1729  
        Web:  http://www.massillonkofc554.org 

                     Round Table Coordinators 
St. Mary            Ken Girt, PGK 608-1729 
St Joseph  Tom Ferrero   844-0469 
St Barbara Joel Fichter            830-9301 
 

                         Program Activity Chairmen:  
Gen Program Dir Ken Girt 608-1729 
FAITH Ken McLaughlin 571 1203 
FAMILY Bob Pittinger, PGK 571-5150 
COMMUNITY     Matt Meyer, PGK 284-9365 
LIFE Joe Vilhosky 806-4036 
Squires Mike Szillat, PGK 268-9879 
Membership        Chuck Maier 418-8741 
 

Complex Mgr      Julie Harman  837-9101 
Bingo Mgr           Ron Kurpieski        936-8058 
Bereavement Chr Graham Zeneri  844-7712 
Webmaster               Kyle Shane 
Virtual Comm Ast  Mark Hoffer 

 
 

       Council 554’s Annual       
Family Picnic 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 
Noon to 3P, 

   (Food served Noon to 2pm) 
        

For all Members of Council 554, Bishop Massillon 
Assembly, Columbian Ladies Guild, Social Members, 

and their families; and our Member’s Widows. 
Volunteers needed; please contact any Council Officer. 

 
From the Editor…….Ken Girt, PSD, PGK, Newsletter Editor 
    Our “printed” newsletter format includes the first four pages of our multi-page electronic newsletter.   This four-page 
document will be mailed to those who requested it.  There will be copies of the four-page newsletter in the clubroom.   We 
encourage you to read the complete electronic newsletter on our website….  http://www.massillonkofc554.org.         

 

 

  



Massillon Knights of Columbus                                                                                                                                                       page 5 

Please note: There are three methods that a Catholic man or 
existing 1st or 2nd Degree member can advance to THIRD Degree.    
 

Method 1.   Ohio State Council Exemplification: 
 

For Council 554 First- and Second-Degree Members: 
    The Ohio State Council has a “virtual” online Third-Degree Ceremony that is held every Wednesday at 7:00 pm.   If you are 
interested in advancing to the third degree, and we do encourage it, please email me (Ken Girt) and I will provide a link for 
registering.  My email is…. girtken@sssnet.com.   You then will be sent a link for viewing the 30-minute ceremony at home.  
And yes, your family can view the ceremony as well.   Call Ken Girt with any questions.  330-608-1729 
 

Procedure for Online Exemplification for Advancing Members:   
1. The GK, FS or other council designee forwards the Exemplification Registration link to members that wish 

to advance to the to the Third Degree. 
2. The member accesses and registers with the Ohio State Council for the degree using the link. 
2. The State will then forward the Exemplification Degree Link is sent to member after he registers. 
3.         Advancing Member attends the live online exemplification on Wednesday at 7 PM. Member must be on-line   

and attend the entire degree.  Family members are welcome to view ceremony. 
4.         The FS or GK are notified that member attended the online Ceremony. 
5.         FS sends in Form 100 to Supreme indicating member or members advanced to Third Degree.  FS issues new  

Degree card.  
 

For New Candidates: 
    If you know of a worthy candidate for membership in the Knights of Columbus, he can also attend the new online 
Exemplification from the Ohio State Council.   See procedure below.  Call Ken Girt with any questions.  330-608-1729 
 

Procedure for Online Exemplification for New Member  
1.       NEW MEMBER completes a Form 100 and submits to Council.  
2.         Council Admission Committee contacts and talks with the NEW MEMBER.  This can be over the phone or 

an online meeting. 
3.  Upon approval of the Admission Committee, the Council votes on the NEW MEMBER.  
4.  Once the council approves the NEW MEMBER, the GK, FS, Ken Girt or other council designee  

sends the candidate the Ohio State Council Exemplification Registration link to NEW MEMBER.  
5.  NEW MEMBER accesses the registration link, choosing the Wednesday 7:00 PM Degree, completes the 

form using “554” for the Council Number field, and signing it with an electronic pen on a tablet or via mouse 
or finger for touch screen.  Then click [Submit].   

6. The system will automatically forward the Exemplification Ceremony link to the NEW MEMBER.   
7. NEW MEMBER attends the entire online exemplification via live degree on assigned date and time.  Family  

members welcome to view ceremony. 
7.  Upon completion of the degree, the State Warden or other appointed designee will complete the Form 450  

and submits to Supreme.  Exemplification result are sent to Grand Knight, Financial Secretary, and  
            Membership Director per normal procedure. 
8. GK, or FS or other council designee completes the Form 100 from the Officer-On-Line with all fields  

completed, including dates, proposer name and Membership Number, and ensures all signatures and the  
proper check boxes are complete.  The Form 100 is then submitted to Supreme and State. 

9. FS issues a Third-Degree card to NEW MEMBER. 
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    Remember the Ohio State Council sponsors - LIVE - Online Exemplification of 
Charity, Unity and Fraternity every Wednesdays at 7 PM.  This allows the user to 
either log in via a computer, tablet or smartphone as well as call in on the phone. 
    Each person is required to register. The GK, FS and Council Membership 
Director are the keepers of the registration link. Therefore, at least one officer 
should be aware of candidate taking the Exemplification. 
    Contact any of the following for the registration link: 
     Ken McLaughlin, Grand Knight:       kmac.neo@gmail.com 
     Paul Haig, Financial Secretary:          haig@sssnet.com 
     Ken Girt, Membership Chairman:      girtken@sssnet.com 
        

Method 2.   Massillon Council 554 Exemplification: 
 Council 554 will continue to offer the Exemplification of Charity, Unity and 
Fraternity ever Second Wednesday of the month, with a DVD of the ceremony at 
7:00 PM.   This is for new members as well as current 1st Degree and 2nd Degree 
members wishing to advance to the full 3rd degree of the Order.   It is a 35-minute 
video.   Please contact Ken Girt to register.   330-608-1729   or    
girtken@sssnet.com,    
 

Method 3.  “Live” Exemplification in area Churches: 
    Also, Council 554 is conducting a “live” Degree Ceremony every other month in 
our local churches after a Sunday Mass, for New Members as well as for 1st and 2nd 
Degree members to advance to the 3rd Degree.  If you wish to attend the “live” 
degree, please Contact Ken Girt at 330-608-1729 or email at girtken@sssnet.com.  
Family members are now welcome to attend our degree ceremony!  Watch for 
notices in the newsletter on upcoming degree ceremonies.  
 

Massillon Council 554 Recruitment Contest 
      Each year, Council 554 holds a recruitment contest with a raffle for prizes of a council polo shirt for the winning 
new member and his proposer.   Due to the successful recruitment of 23 new members last fraternal year, the officer 
and trustees elected to increase the number of polo shirt prizes.  The drawing was held at the officers and trustee 
meeting on July 26 and our winners were: 
 

 Dave Harman  Proposed by Ken Girt 
 Dean Bagnola   Proposed by Ken Girt 
 John Paul   Proposed by his uncle, Fr. Raymond Paul 
 Charlie Maier  Proposed by his father, Chuck Maier.   
 

    Congratulations to all our winners!   Council 554 will continue the recruitment contest for this fraternal year.  Our 
Supreme Council recruitment quota has been reduced from 20 new member to 15.   Council 554 Membership 
Director Chuck Maier has assured our council that we will make our quota again!    If you know of a Catholic man, 
(family member, friend, neighbor, co-worker or acquaintance at church) who would make an excellent member of 
our Order, please ask him today.   
 

EWTN will broadcast the Opening Mass of the 140th Supreme Council Convention on 
Tuesday, August 2, at 10:00 AM EST, live from Nashville, TN. 

 

Council 554 New 

Recruitment Goal 
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Council 554 Meeting Minutes:  Date: 7/12/22  Present: 14 
Chaplain's report    It's a real blessing that Roe vs Wade was overturned and ProLife people are really thrilled all 
over the country but there's still work be done. We need to do what we can to encourage our respect for life. The 
primary for the election is on August 2nd and we want to get as many ProLife people into office in the state of Ohio 
especially in the Senate. October 5th is the March for Life for the state of Ohio and KofC has always been a part of 
it. Also, I'm hoping our council will remain one of the finest in the state of Ohio. 
Minutes Last Meeting:    Accepted as distributed in the newsletter. 
GK Report:    The Silver Rose Mass will be on Thursday at St. Peters in Canton at 6:30.    Installation of officers 
will be held on July19th at 7:00pm.      Monsignor Kolp's celebration will be on July 24th at 1pm. Celebrating his 
50th year as our Council Chaplain.     Our next Officers and Trustee's meeting will be on July 26th at 6:30. We will 
break bread around 5:45.      Our next Council meeting will be on August 9th at 7:00 with our budget vote included.    
We as Knights need to be on the front lines for all the change going on in Massillon and volunteering where ever 
you can will be appreciated.  
Financial report:      Joe Vilhosky sent the report by email. It was accepted as submitted. 
Membership report:          No Report 
Other Reports:    Mary Star of The New Evangelization program is still proceeding.   
     4th Degree Report:       Exemplification is on November 12th in Borden and our Bishop has requested a fall out 
for 8 events. If you are interested or need the list, see Paul Haig. 
     Squires:     No Report 
     Insurance report: No Report 
     Massillon Knights Foundation    The Browns board is up for the new season. Browns Kick off is on August 21. 
Looking for volunteers and help in the kitchen. 
     Parish Round Table Projects:     No Report 
District Deputy Report:   DD 73 Matt Meyer reported he attended the District Deputy meeting and also the Tour 
meeting that was this past Saturday. The state had a program for council's that took in the most members in a year. 
We had the highest total number of members gained and received a hundred dollars.  Other rewards included    The 
Silver Reward for maxing out our programs, 2nd place division 1, The Ohio Council of Distinction Award.  4th 
place in the entire state.   And Ken McLaughlin received a shirt for top recruiter in Youngstown Diocese. Matt 
picked up the Football Frenzy Crazier tickets that we'll be mailing to all members, tickets for the Faith and Family 
Festival Raffle, and picked up new business cards to be distributed when available.   New programs include the 
ASAP Program which is to aid and support women after pregnancy and Supreme will give $100 for every $500 
donated to a pregnancy support center.  Eucharistic Procession which is a “Featured” program.  Matt Meyer was the 
District Deputy for the 2nd half of 2022 fraternal year. 
Old Business:      Be on the lookout for more security meetings.    We still want to do a mini retreat and find a good 
speaker.    The Faith and Family Festival will be on September 25th at Walsh University from 11-5. Raffle Tickets 
are $5 or 5 tickets for $20 for festival fundraiser. Bishop Bonnar will be doing the Mass.  Reactivated Member 
Christopher Wicker was voted into Council 554. 
New Business:      First reading of proposed 2022-2023 Council Budget.  Second reading and vote at Aug 9 meeting.  
Good of the Order     for May:   Knight of the month – Chuck Maier.   Family of the month – Bob and Barb 
Pittinger, Volunteer of the month – David Harding of St. Joseph Parish. 
Closing prayer recited: 

 
 
 

BINGO WORKERS NEEDED 
   We need your help!!   Our Bingo is keeping this facility afloat.   The same people volunteer every 
Monday and we are getting burned out.  Please consider volunteering your time once Monday a 
month.  It is only for 2 to 4 hour a night.  Once a month is fine with us and would help us greatly.  
We need your help to keep the facility going.   It belongs to all of us!   Thank you. 
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      Massillon KofC SNAPSHOTS                 

    
   Council 554 Chaplain, Msgr James Kolp, celebrated his 50 years as our chaplain at a special dinner on July 24, 
2022.  Pictured above on the left are Former State Chaplains Fr. William Kraynak (l) and Msgr Robert Siffrin, as 
Msgr Kolp addresses the dinner attendees.  Following the dinner, Msgr Kolp entertained the group playing several 
songs on the electric piano.  87 council members, clergy and guests attended the dinner in Msgr Kolp’s honor. 
 

      
    Eight members of Council 554 and their families attended the July 14 “Silver Rose” Mass held at St. Peter’s 
Church in Canton.  Four of those members also participated in the Honor Guard.   Following the Mass, they enjoyed 
dinner at Agavero Restaurant.  
 

                                 
    The K-Club introduces our new line-cook,  
Darla Trbovich.  Darla worked 20 years at    
Glenmoor Country Club.  
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Our Massillon Parish and Knights of Columbus Websites: 
St. Mary:  https://www.stmarymassillon.com/     
St. Joseph: https://www.sites.google.com/view/stjosephmassillon/home  
St. Barbara: https://www.saintbarbaraparish.com/  
    Knights of Columbus Supreme Council:   http://www.kofc.org  
 Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus:   http://www.kofcohio.org   
                                 Massillon Council 554:   http://www.massillonkofc554.org 
 

  Youngstown Diocese Prayer & Icon 
Visitation Program  

    There is a new Diocesan Prayer and Icon Visitation program 
in our diocese that highlights and emphasizes the “Journey of 
Love” of Bishop Bonnar’s Episcopal Motto “That All May Be 
One”.   The icon “Mary, Star of the New Evangelization” was 
presented to our new Bishop on April 11, 2021, on behalf of the 
Knights in the Youngstown Diocese.  
    Massillon Council 554’s Icon is now available for members 
to use in their homes.  Please contact Ken McLaughlin at 330-
571-1203 to reserve the Icon along with a manual for suggested 
prayer services.  Please feel free to invite members of our 
parish to participate as well, even if they are not members of 
the Knights of Columbus.  
    The icon is to be placed in a different home each week and 
remain there until the following week, when it will be 
transferred to the next intended recipient. During this program, 
a log of weekly visitations will be maintained by each council.  
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Massillon “Knights in Action” 
    The “Massillon Knights in Action” lists some of the charitable projects accomplished by Council 554 members.  If you want 
to help in our charity work, please contact any Officer / Round Table Coordinator. 
 

 Hot Lunch    Every Wednesday, volunteers from our council and our social membership cook a hot meal for the needy of 
the Massillon area.    Meals are served from 10:45 am to 12:00 pm.  During the current COVID-19 pandemic, the meals are for 
take-out only.  New volunteers are asked to call Hot Lunch Chairman Paul Lambert at the complex office at 330-837-9101. 
 

 Bingo   Our major fundraiser for the Massillon Knights Foundation is our weekly Bingo which starts at 6:30 PM every 
Monday.   Volunteers can call the complex office at 330-837-9101 
 

 Coats for Kids   Our Coats for Kids project is a Supreme Council program in which councils can purchase boxes of new 
coats for needy children in the Massillon Community.   An average of 8 boxes of 12 coats are purchased each year to be 
distributed in late November and early December.   Coats are purchased from donations from Council 554, the Columbian 
Ladies, St. Mary – St Vincent de Paul Society, Massillon American Legion Post 221, and private contributors.  If you would 
like purchase a box of coats, please contact the FS office at 330-873-1411.   
 

 Adopt-A-Highway   Volunteers from Council 554 pick-up trash along Route 21 north of Massillon in a two-mile corridor on 
both north and south lanes.   Council 554 needs approximately 8 to 10 volunteers for cleanup in the spring and fall.  Cleanup 
detail usually lasts between two to three hours on a Saturday morning.   If interested, contact Matt Meyer at 330-284-9365 
 

   Round Table St. Barbara Parish   (Contact Joel Fichter: 330-830-9301  email:  fichterlaw@sssnet.com) 
1. Divine Mercy Chaplet.  Council 554 Round Table members promote a monthly recitation of the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet every fourth Tuesday of the month following the 9:00 am Mass. 
2. Cemetery Cleanup   Council 554 Round Table members meet on a Saturday morning in March or April to clean the 

cemetery.  Look for announcement in Sunday bulletin.   
3. Rosary and Novena for Life and Patriotic Rosary.   Council 554 round table members sponsors a Rosary and 

Novena for Life and a Patriotic Rosary throughout the year. Look for announcements in Sunday bulletin 
 

   Round Table St. Joseph Parish    (Contact Tom Ferrero  330-844-0469  email:  tferrero@sssnet.com) 
1 Divine Mercy Chaplet.  Council 554 Round Table members promote a monthly recitation of the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet every second Friday of the month at 12:30 pm preceding the closing of the Holy Eucharist Adoration. 
2 Landscaping parish grounds.   Council 554 members volunteer landscaping parish grounds.  They especially take pride in 

maintaining the St. Joseph Memorial Garden located at the north side of the parish office building.  If interested in 
helping, please call Tom Ferrero  330-844-0469  .  

3 Soup Kitchen   Council 554 members volunteer at our "Soup Kitchen" held every Monday.  Lunch is provided to 
approximately 150 people every week.     

4 Holy Name Society   Council 554 members are active in the St. Joseph Holy Name Society which raises money for 
church projects.  Members also volunteer for many parish activities. 
  

   Round Table St. Mary Parish    (Contact Ken Girt, PGK   330-608-1729    email:  girtken@sssnet.com) 
1 Divine Mercy Chaplet.  Council 554 Round Table members promote a monthly recitation of the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet every Wednesday at 3:00 pm during the Holy Eucharist Adoration in the parish center chapel.    
2 Support St Vincent de Paul Society    Various Council 554 Round Table members help each week at the St Mary – 

St. Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry for distributing food for the less fortunate in the Massillon community.  Also, 
members help to unload the weekly delivery of 4,000 pounds-plus of food from the Akron-Canton Food Bank each 
Thursday at 9:30 am.  If you are interested in helping, please call St Vincent de Paul Society at 330-837-0084.   

3 Sanctuary Decorations for Christmas and Easter     Council 554 Round Table members help to erect and take down 
the Christmas and Easter decorations for the sanctuary and church each year.  If you are interested in helping, please 
call Ken Girt at 330-608-1729.   

4 Landscaping parish grounds.   St Mary Round Table members are asked to gather to provide landscaping and 
miscellaneous repair for the church grounds. If interested in, please call Ken Girt at 330-68-172.   

5  “Confessional Guard Duty”   One of the premier projects for the Parish Round Table is providing security for our 
priest(s) during our Saturday scheduled confession, from 11:00 am until end.  Members use the time for prayer, 
Stations of the Cross, rosary, reading and making confession themselves.  A yearly schedule is created for our 
volunteers.   If you are interested in helping, please call Ken Girt at 330-608-1729.   

 

Reminder:   EWTN will broadcast the Opening Mass of the 140th Supreme Council 
Convention on Tuesday, August 2, at 10:00 AM EST, live from Nashville, TN. 
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2022 Family, Knight and Volunteer of the Months 
  Family of Month Knight of Month Volunteer of Month 
January Vince and Mindy Drexler Robbie Bettilyon Gary Myers 
February Paul & Elaine Lambert  Tom Ferrero Caroline “CJ” Bush 
March Joel and Chris Fichter  Jim Fondriest  Suzie Shertzer 
April Dave and Julie Harman Terry Phillips Rob Lautenschleger 
May John and Judy Birman Matt Meyer  Ruthanne Maier  
June Bob and Barb Pittinger Chuck Maier Dave Harding 
July  Mark and Deanna Hoffer Family Msgr James Kolp Frank Manzella 

 
 
 

Friday Fish Fry’s 
Every Friday     4:00 to 8:00 pm  

   With weekly specials.  Take-Out meals available.    
 

Insurance Report, by Stephen Hamrock, FIC 
   As I write this, we have scores of people in the Supreme Office and around our jurisdictions who are preparing 
for the Supreme Convention. It’s an exciting time because many accomplishments of the past year will be 
recognized. All of you, the members of this council, and the members of the other councils I serve, can take great 
pride in playing a part of these successes.  
    I congratulate all of you for your dedication to our first principle, charity, and reaching so many in need both here 
at home and around the world. While we have helped many right here, you have responded generously to help our 
brother Knights and their families in Ukraine and our brother Knights in Poland who have been critical in providing 
for so many refugees. Our Order, started by a simple and humble parish priest, who is on the path to sainthood, was 
to provide for both the spiritual and temporal needs of his flock. You are helping to do that today.  
    When people in the local community think about the Knights of Columbus, they may have some general notion 
about all these good works we do and the Order’s amazing impact around the world. But to the local parish and the 
community, you represent the Order. When you are volunteering at a Special Olympics event, when you are visiting 
the sick, helping your pastor, handing out coats for kids, selling Tootsie Rolls, raising money for a charitable cause 
right here in your own backyard—this is what people see, they see you; to them you are what it means to be a 
Knight of Columbus. When you lead with faith, protect your family, serve others, and defend your values, you are a 
witness inspired by our founding principles.  
    I look forward to next month when we can see the actual impact as outlined in the Supreme Knight’s Report at 
the convention. But even with a report of all that has been accomplished, let’s not lose sight that our work is not 
done. We have challenges every day and I am pleased to be assigned to this council and help further the vision of 
Blessed Michael McGivney. 
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     The 2022 Faith and Family Festival will take place at Walsh University campus on Sunday, 
September 25, 2022.   This annual festival is sponsored by the Youngstown Diocese and it is free 
and open to all families of the diocese.   To help defray the expense, the Stark County Chapter 
Knights of Columbus is sponsoring a 70/30 raffle.  The cost is $5 each and a sample ticket is shown 
below.  Please help us to continue this family event.   See Ken McLaughlin or Ken Girt for tickets.  
The drawing will be held during the event on September 25.  Winner need not be present.    
 

 
 

Prayer to St. Joseph 
Glorious Patriarch St. Joseph, whose power makes the impossible possible, come to my aid in 
these times of anguish and difficulty.  Take under your protection the serious and troubling 

situation that I commend to you, that they may have a happy outcome (list requests).   
My beloved father, all my trust is in you.  Let it not be said that I invoked you in vain, and 
since you can do everything with Jesus and Mary, show me that your goodness is great as 

your power.   Amen 
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RIGHT TO LIFE OF STARK COUNTY 
    Our Annual “Celebrate Life Dinner will be held on Saturday, September 17, 2022. Doors open at 5pm.  Dinner at 
6pm. No charge for the dinner.  Our speaker for the evening will be Peter Range, Executive Director of Ohio Right 
to Life. Peter will talk to those attending about The Fight for Life in a Post-Roe America and the dignity and value 
of every human person, to encourage them to keep saying “yes” to life! Peter will also talk about actions we as 
Christian’s should take to build the culture of life in the State of Ohio. He will also include euthanasia and assisted 
suicide. 
    We will hold a silent auction of baskets made and donated by our board members. Baskets may include Golfing, 
Ohio State, Chocolates, Lottery Tickets, Baking items, and Dental to name a few. 
    Diapers, wipes, or formula will be accepted to be given to a Local Pregnancy Center. The dinner will be held at 
Saint Barbara Parish Life Center, 2813 Lincoln Way NW, Massillon with a buffet dinner. 
    Tickets must be reserved in advance to RIGHT TO LIFE OF STARK COUNTY, PO Box 8834, Canton, OH  
44711 OR by phone at 330-837-4227 OR email Mary at mak19812016@hotmail.com 
 

Council 554 and our Parish Round Tables Report 
    The purpose of the Knights of Columbus -Parish Round Tables is to encourage councils which own separate 
facilities from the parishes, to bring their charitable service and support back into their parish.   Parish Round Tables 
have been established in our Massillon parishes and we will announce projects or requests from our pastors.  Each of 
our Parish Coordinators have an email list that we use to get the message out for a short notice, upcoming project.   
Please email the coordinators below so they will have your address for your parish. 
 

St. Joseph Parish 
Coordinator: Tom Ferrero, 330-844-0469 - tferrero@sssnet.com , 
    Please email me your address so that I can add your name to our St. Joseph Round Table Committee list for 
notification of future projects.   
 

St Barbara Parish 
Coordinator: Joel Fichter, 330-830-9301 - fichterlaw@sssnet.com  
    Please email me your address so that I can add your name to our St. Barbara Round Table Committee list for 
notification of future projects.   
 

St Mary Parish 
Coordinator: Ken Girt, 330-608-1729 – girtken@sssnet.com  
    Thanks to all the St. Mary Round Table members who helped move St. Barbara School items to St. Mary’s 
School on July 21.   

Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in your Son’s 
Kingdom as priests, deacons and consecrated persons.  Send your Holy Spirit to 

help others to respond generously and courageously to your call.  May our 
community of faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our youth and young 

adults.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Please Note:   EWTN will broadcast the Opening Mass of the 140th Supreme Council 
Convention on Tuesday, August 2, at 10:00 AM EST, live from Nashville, TN. 

 


